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4. HEALTH    PUBLIC HEALTH.   MEDICINE
Improvement in housing conditions may be considered
as a movement which goes hand in hand with another
advance, that is the increased importance attached to the
health of the nation. King Edward VII is said to have Health
remarked, when told of the incidence of " preventible "
illness amongst the population of Great Britain, " If pre- public
vcntible, why not prevented?" The modern community, bealth
whether in town or country, does now make greater efforts
than ever before to " pievent " illness, by rearing a healthier
race of children. School medical inspection is compulsory;
school clinics deal with ailments, and with dental cases;
mothers now in most areas can attend " baby welfare "
clinics, and also receive treatment themselves; great efforts
have been made to improve the milk supply and milk is
supplied to school-children, either at cost price, or, in
necessitous cases, free. In all these ways efforts are made
by the State to give its young citizens a healthy start in life.
Hide by side with this development of preventive treat-
ment has gone a great advance in medicine.   Here again, Medicine
the new force, electricity, has been used to help mankind.
X-rays have been brought into universal use both in hos- x-rays
pital and in private practice.  The Curies by their discovery
of radium (in December, 1898) gave a new weapon to be Radium
used against disease.
Kir Ranald Ross by his discovery of the part played by
the mosquito in infecting man with the germ of malaria Treat-
made possible the treatment and cure of what has been malaria
one of the greatest scourges of millions of men in tropical
countries.   Snake-venom, too, has been found to cure the
disease known as " bleeding ".   Sir Frederick Hopkins, by
his discovery of Vitamins, added to the health of the world
by  helping  to  correct  deficiency-diseases,  through diet.
The discovery of insulin has meant life, instead of death, vitamin*